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Observed International Women Day 2024

International Women's Day, observed annually on March 8, serves as a
powerful reminder of the significant progress women have made in
society, while also highlighting the ongoing struggle for equality against
deeply entrenched patriarchy. This year's theme, 'Invest in Women:
Accelerate Progress,' focuses on combating economic disempowerment
and advancing women's rights globally. Like every year Light House
marked this important day with vibrant rallies and other event held by
their dedicated staff and volunteers in Bogura, Rangpur and Dhaka,
celebrating the achievements of women and reinforcing the commitment
to gender equality. In Dhaka, Light House took part in the rally and
demonstration organized by a 34 women rights organizations led by
Naripakha. The event organized the day before the original International
Women's Day due to embargo of police clearance. However it was a
successful events including rally, miking, demonstration and finally
« announce the women's manifesto for 2024.

.| Light House also took part in the national rally organized by the
Department of women affairs along with numbers of NGOs/women's
| rights organization. Rally was led by the honorable Minister of Ministry
of Women and Child affairs, The secretary, the Director General and
other high officials from the Ministry and Directorate was joined. Light
House also work closely with the rally organizing committee to make this
events a successful.

Light House used to celebrate National Independence
Day since it's inception to show utmost respect to
martyred for the independence of our country. This
year Light House staff together submitted a flower
ring to "Muktir fulbari shriti shawdha-Bogura" at the |
morning of the National Independence Day 2024.

To celebrate this day, Light House school also organize
several event in participation with school children at
the school premises, Murail, Kahalu, Bogura. All the
event started with national anthem following erecting
of national flag. Students took part in the painting
competition, reciting poem, perform solo and coras
song during cultural event. They also took part in the
discussion meeting and delivered speech on the
history of war for victory. School teacher, member of
School management committee, Principal-Ms. |
Wahida Easmin and chairperson of Light House
School Management committee has joined al the |
events and discussion meeting as chief Guest.

Page # 01



Commemorating National Independence Day with Free Health and Blood Donation Camps

On March 26th, National Independence Day, Light House's Urban
Health Care Service Delivery Project-ll, PA-1, in Rangpur organized a
day-long series of events commemorating the occasion. The events
featured a free health camp, a blood donation camp, and a seminar
focused on the significance of this historic Independence Day 2024.

Three Primary Health Care Centers (PHCCs) and the Comprehensive

Reproductive Health Care Center (CRHCC) approached these activities |

with a unique focus. Nine satellite teams provided free medical

services and lab tests in slum and rural areas of Rangpur City *

Corporation, while the PHCC and CRHCC offered free doctor
consultations and lab tests during the health campaign.

A total of 1,144 people benefited from the free lab services and
healthcare provided by doctors and paramedics. Additionally, over
300 people received blood group testing, and 350 individuals were
tested for diabetes. The blood donation camp successfully collected
20 bags of blood. Nagar Sashtha Kendra-1 organized a special health
camp at Abdullah Madrasha, Mahiganj, where 200 Madrasha students
received healthcare and lab services, with free medicine worth over
five thousand taka distributed.

The day also included a discussion meeting at CRHCC on the
importance and significance of National Independence Day. Project
Manager Mr. Shamim Ahmed addressed the gathering as the chief
guest, with participation from various levels of staff at CRHCC and 15
service recipients from the neighboring Shanibari Basti. The meeting
was conducted by MIS Officer Bidhan Roy.

Street Theatre Campaign for Urban Primary Health Care Project (UPHCSDP-2)

Drama is one of the most powerful mediums of cultural expression, and street theatre, in particular, offers a unique
way to convey important information to the public in an engaging and entertaining manner. Recognizing this
potential, the Urban Primary Health Care Project (UPHCSDP-2) organized street plays in 14 public locations across
Rangpur City Corporation. A drama team, specifically recruited by the project, performed these plays, creatively
disseminating crucial information about ANC (Antenatal Care), PNC (Postnatal Care), NNC (Neonatal Care), MR
(Menstrual Regulation) services, ambulance services, and other available healthcare services at Nagar Matrisadan.

The street theatre performances successfully reached over four thousand people, with the majority of the audience
being women. These women expressed their appreciation for the program, emphasizing the need for more such
initiatives in urban areas to enhance public awareness about the services provided by the Urban Primary Health Care
Project. The emotional responses from the audience highlighted the effectiveness of using street theatre as a tool

for public health education and outreach.
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Under the Vulnerable Women Benefit (VWB) project, funded by the
Directorate of Women Affairs, Light House organized groups of beneficiaries
across five unions in Bogura Sadar Upazila and five unions in Rangpur Sadar for vulnerable women at
Upatzila for the 2023-2024 cycles. The project is currently conducting skill Rajapur union, Bogura
development training programs for these groups. In line with the quarterly
work plan and the module provided by the Directorate of Women's Affairs,
the training covers a range of topics aimed at income generation and
entrepreneurship development. Beneficiary women are receiving training
on income generation activities, creating income generation plans,
developing business competence, and understanding the introduction and
cross-breeding of chicken breeds, as well as methods for chicken rearing.
The training sessions are attended by program officers from the Directorate
of Women's Affairs in Bogura and Rangpur Sadar upazilas, along with the
chairmen and secretaries of the respective union councils.

Skill Development Training
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@ World Soci 2a Nell: Light House, as a co-organizer, hosted a
e - ol o special session on 'Towards Universal Social
Protection' at the World Social Forum held in
Kathmandu, Nepal. The World Social Forum is
- a global platform where civil society
organizations, social movements, and activists
come together to discuss and promote
alternatives to neoliberal economic policies.
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It serves as a space for dialogue and exchange on
issues related to social justice, human rights, and
sustainable development. By participating in the
forum, Light House contributed to the global
discourse on social protection and reinforced its
commitment to advocating for marginalized
communities. The session focused on exploring A
strategies to achieve universal social protection, [ mpf e
emphasizing the need for inclusive policies that § f%%%%‘p

leave no one behind.
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Quiz competltlon on National Legal A|d Services

In collaboration with District Legal Aid Office, Light House School organized Quiz competition on 24th March 2024 at school
building for its students. 30 students took part in the quiz competition related the legal aspect e.g. How to apply for legal aid?
What is the address of district legal office, Bogura? What are the criteria to get legal aid? etc. In this quiz competition event,
School Principal- Ms. Wahida Easmin, Project coordinator-Light House legal aid program were present and facilitate this event
while District legal officer, Bogura and senior assistance Judge -Mr. M.M. Mahbub Islam were present as chief guest.

Empowering Farmers: The Success Story of Jobeda Begum

Agriculture constitutes a pivotal pillar of Bangladesh's economy, employing about
70% of its population and contributing more than 40% to its national employment.
Since its independence, Bangladesh has made remarkable progress in agricultural
production, moving from a shortfall of 25-30 million tons of food to near self-
sufficiency for its 180 million people. According to FAO statistics, Bangladesh
produced 9.8 million tons of potatoes in 2021 and has emerged as the second-largest
producer of chili peppers globally, trailing only India. This agricultural success is
reflected in the achievements of the farmers of Kahaloo Upazila in the Bogura district,
- where pepper cultivation has flourished.

" Jobeda Begum, a resident of Ayra Purbo Para, Narhatta Union, Kahaloo Upatzila,
% Bogura District, exemplifies the success stories emerging from the region's pepper
cultivation. After completing her education up to the eighth grade, she married within
her village. Jobeda and her husband, Md. Abu said, a farmer faced significant financial
¢ challenges. Their income was insufficient to support their family, which included two
% sons and a daughter. With just 25 decimals of land and one cow, it was difficult for
% Jobeda to manage the household and the educational expenses of her children.

B In 2014, after careful much consideration, Jobeda joined Light House, a non-
B governmental development organization dedicated to empowering rural communities.
8 She began her journey by taking a loan of 10,000 taka from the Light House Kazipara,
Kahalu branch. Over the next subsequent nine years, she consistently borrowed and
reinvested in her farming activities, gradually expanding her operations. She leased
additional land and began cultivating potatoes and chilies, while also rearing cows

) e L steadily improving her family's financial situation.
L [ AR Y TR 8 Today, Jobeda has secured a loan of 50,000 taka to expand her agricultural

enterprise. In the current year, she cultivated chilies on 25 decimals of land, potatoes
Jobeda Begum and her husband on 35 decimals, and mustard on 66 decimals. Her hard work and strategic investment
in the middle of the pepper field have paid off handsomely, with earnings of 150,000 taka solely from the sale of chilies

alone, and a total net income of approximately 250,000 taka for the year.
Jobeda's life has undergone a remarkable transformation. She has ensured that her
children receive a quality education-her eldest son has graduated, her younger son
has passed SSC, and her daughter is currently in class VIII. Jobeda now possess 90
decimals of land and owns two cows, leading a a life of greater comfort and security.

Jobeda is deeply grateful for the support she received from Light House. She firmly
believes that success is attainable when one takes a loan and invests it wisely with the
right guidance. She wishes for the continued growth and prosperity of Light House,
acknowledging the pivotal role the organization has played in her journey to success.

with a bucket full of green chilies

Our mailing address is|
Light House, Jahurul Nagar, Bogura-5800; Tel.: +88-051+66246, Mobile: 01914-496317

FEAD OFFICE: 5 o ena Kanon, House # 3, (Level-4), Road # 17, Block-E, Banani, Dhaka-1213.

DHAKA OFFICE:

Tel.:+88-02-8836323, E-maiil: info@lighthousebd.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lighthousebogura
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